CPRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE 2026 REPORT
· RAMSBURY 
· KENNET LARGE VILLAGE
· JUDGES. KELVYN SHANTRY, CAROL McCAW, BARBARA VINCENT
· VISITED MAY 14TH 2026

It was a delight to visit Ramsbury on a cold showery spring day with just a little sunshine. First stops were the beautiful Kennet Triangle with the river running clear and fast and then the lushly vegetated and immaculately kept nature reserve surrounding the river to hear blackcaps and sedge warblers announcing their presence for all to hear. Not many villages have a Wiltshire Wildlife Trust site in the middle of the village!
The litter free High Street is long and narrow packed with parked cars throughout its length as the homes have no garages at the front. It’s not a through route so avoids the worst of heavy lorries and is surprising quiet at times.  Few shops however, although the well-used Post Office acts as a focal point for the villagers. A very welcome British Legion Café on the High Street provides refreshment and another social hub for the community together with an excellent pub at the attractively decorated public space at the Square. Fly posting on telegraph poles were unsightly which detracted from the otherwise beautiful street scene with stunning individual house fronts. Defibulator points were also spread around the village in accessible sites 
More highlights were the beautifully kept Church yard and Church, easily missed just off the High Street, with up-to-date notice boards packed with an eclectic range of events for all ages. The school rain garden was a great feature too along with first class sports and playing fields at the recreation centre. Community spirit is excellent with over 40 organisations based in the village, with an informative website communicating many local walks with maps, diary dates and Parish Council activity. 
There is also a mini bus, the Ramsbury Flyer, owned and run by the community for those who find transport difficult. The local Community shop next to the Village Hall in the centre of the High Street is well used and provides an income for the community too. This building used to be a toilet but the residents themselves converted it. The Map provided was excellent, with key sites clearly identified on the same page which helped make the visit uncomplicated and stress free. 

The high score of 79 given makes it easy to understand why Ramsbury is one of the most desirable villages in Wiltshire and is highly desirable as a place to live with prices to match. 
